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Intentions

• Provide an overview of birds and their habitats in Southern Nevada.
• Describe the complexities of effective bird conservation.

• What are the threats?
• Which ones have the most impact?

• Provide examples of birds in steep decline.
• Highlight what would need to happen to halt and reverse trends.

















Phainopeplas are experiencing a steep decline due to lack of 
mistletoe productivity and insect population declines.

The mistletoe relies on healthy mesquite and catclaw trees as hosts.

Mesquites rely on groundwater sources. Insects are in decline in the 
west mostly due to increase in temperature AND aridity.



The Lesser Yellowlegs is in fast decline. 

This is one species of shorebird that relies on 
shoreline and wetlands.















In our region, 15 regularly occurring species have been identified as “at risk” species. Regular occurring 
species are species that are observed annually in southern Nevada and appear to live out part of life history 

in the region.

Clark’s Grebe- Lake Mead
Western Grebe – Lake Mead

Pectoral Sandpiper – passage migrant
Stilt Sandpiper – passage migrant in wetlands

Lesser Yellowlegs – passage migrant in wetlands
Long-billed Dowitcher – passage migrant/ overwinters in small numbers

Short-billed Dowitcher – passage migrant in wetlands

Bendire’s Thrasher – Avi Kwa Ame area of Southern Nevada
LeConte’s Thrasher – Saltbush and Creosote

Pinyon Jay – highly dependent on Pinyon Pines
Black-chinned Sparrow – mid-elevation of mountains

Evening Grosbeak- Ponderosa Forest
Grace’s Warbler; Ponderosa Forest

Olive-sided Flycatcher – passage migrant
Rufous Hummingbird – passage migrant



Long-billed Dowitchers at the Las Vegas Wash. 





H.I.P.P.O. and Local Considerations

• Habitat – habitat loss, fragmentation and degradation; changes in fire frequency and scale 
intensity; loss of wetlands and riparian habitat.

• Invasive species – cats, horses + burros, bullfrogs, dogs, European Starlings, Quagga 
Mussels; Tamarisk , Cheat Grass, Phragmites, Russian Olive, and Russian Thistle.

• Pollution – Pesticides, atmospheric pollution (CO2 and methane), plastics.

• Population – population growth (2.3 million+ in Clark County and growing).

• Overharvesting – more of an issue in marine ecosystems. Consider the trajectory of the 
carrying capacity.



Suggestions to Nevada’s Wildlife Commission:

• Work with Great Basin Bird Observatory, National Audubon, and American Bird 
Conservancy to identify most important areas. Grants exist to enhance habitat!

• Prioritize spring and wetland health! 

• Utility-scale solar development and transmission lines will affect breeding and 
migratory birds! Choose very wisely.

• Make human habitation safer; cats and windows are biggest threats to birds in 
our neighborhoods.
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